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President's Message
Today I received another reminder notice from MTNA to renew my professional dues.  Have you
renewed yours yet?  Sometimes I find it hard to remember such things when there are so many other
events in life that seem more important at the moment.  It also feels early in the year to be thinking
about renewal.  I’d like to make a case however, for renewing sooner rather than later.  Money is always

the issue right??  Why pay now when I can wait?  Right now my income is relatively stable.  Come summer though,
that always seems to change.  Lessons and payment become more sporadic.  I imagine the same thing happens for
most of you too.  If I wait until August it becomes difficult to find the extra money needed.  Some might think, “I’ll wait
until September, when my income becomes stable again”.  By September 1, however, all those who have not renewed
are dropped from the MTNA, WSMTA, and KMTA rosters.  Potential new students will not find your, or my, name as
an association teacher in our area.  Consequently, you may lose out on new income, not to mention the other benefits
of our organization.  By renewing now, you maintain those benefits which will help your business prosper and further
your professional development.  You also help your fellow KMTA members who work on our technology systems,
allowing maintenance during the summer rather than the crush of early fall. 
                
Another topic I’d like to encourage some of you to consider is MTNA certification.  Summer is a nice time to start the
process because there often is a more relaxed feel in our studios and perhaps a few free hours in the day as well. 
Certification is an important step in each person’s professional development.  The 5 projects seem daunting in the
beginning, but KMTA has Joann Richardson!!  She is our certification chair and has helped quite a few of us attain our
certification.  I can tell you from personal experience, she is very good at helping!  I would encourage anyone who is
considering certification to seek out Joann or any of us who are already certified.  We’re happy to share our stories and
answer your questions.  I think you’ll find we are all very glad we pursued certification.  To tie this paragraph in with
the preceding, certification does cost money which is sometimes tight.  WSMTA offers financial help to make getting
certified less painful.  Joann can give you the details.  So don’t let the cost scare you off.  Instead, focus on the pay-off
of both MTNA membership and certification. 
 

Diane Layton 
President, Kitsap Music Teachers Association

From the VP: Meeting News
Mayday, Mayday! I'm not sure why that's the universal distress call, because at my studio we're
celebrating the start of May with the afterglow of successful Music Literacy Program completions, and
the view of the year-end recital now on the horizon. My huge thanks to all who made the Music
Carnival a success, again, this year. It is an annual highlight for my students, and it was a thrill to have

a large number of strings and vocal students appear in the performance room! 
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Alert, Alert! Our May meeting will be held at Dr. Irene Bowling's studio, located at 7217 Chico Way NW between
Silverdale and Bremerton. (Park in the driveway or the driveway next door at 7177; avoid parking on Chico Way.) We'll
be conducting our "Year In Review" to debrief the events we put on this year for future tweaks. Come and let us know
what worked, and what didn't, from your perspective and that of your students. And if you have some great ideas --
don't be surprised if you're asked to help make them a reality in the future! 
 
We'll also be recognizing stellar volunteers and board members, some of whom are moving into new roles -- or out of
them after completing their term of office. My personal thanks to Diane Layton for her wonderful leadership these
past two years. I will rely greatly on her experience and counsel as I step gingerly into her shoes. 
 
Until the 11th, 
 
Jane Melin 
Vice-President & Technology Chair

 
To see more Music Carnival photos, go HERE.  Thanks to Madison Hennings for so many excellent photos!  

KMTA MUSIC CARNIVAL! 
  
            The seventh annual KMTA Music Carnival was a resounding success!  I heard great things from students, parents and
teachers alike throughout the day—many already looking forward to next year’s Carnival.  The Carnival and Music Literacy
Program required a great effort on the part of our teachers, and the teamwork was exhilarating.  The mood of the day was one of
fun and camaraderie.  Personally, I think you all look absolutely fabulous in your festive Carnival attire! 
 
            We had 205 students registered this year, representing 17 studios!  So many teachers, parents and students pitched in to
make the day run smoothly.  A quick rundown of our wonderful team with our huge heartfelt thanks to: 
            *Jane Melin (and her husband, Glen) for creating and constructing the “Carnival” with fun games and awesome
decorations.  Jane also designed the publicity posters and some on-site signage, and hand-crafted the colorful student name
badges and lanyards. 
            *Jane Melin and Laura Meredith, for quick and reliable responses in putting out group email communications,
publishing our Quavers articles, and posting information to the website. 
            *Parent volunteer Tess Doornink for organizing our lunch and snack program.  With the help of parent volunteer
Laurene Ross, their cheerful demeanors kept the lunch line flowing.  Thanks to Patti Ray for arranging for face-painting—a
big hit with the kids and such fun.  Melanie Kurtzbein provided very welcome and necessary technical support preparing
registration cards, master lists and scoring sheets.  Thanks to Marilyn Karr for ordering and organizing ribbons.  Our
appreciation again to Dianne Johnston as our liaison with Gateway.  Thanks to Laura Meredith for organizing and
supervising all of our student volunteers. 
            The lunchtime improvisation activity was very well received—it ran for a full 60 minutes with students taking advantage of
the opportunity to improvise on stage with a teacher.  They loved it!  I personally spoke to 6 different students who, after being
strongly encouraged to give it a try, came away from the experience with triumphant smiles.  Many thanks to Leslie Devine
and Melanie Stroud for facilitating. 
            All of our teachers who worked the different events and exams did a tremendous job, getting all those students through
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efficiently and in a cheerful manner.  Huge thanks to Jane Melin, Marilyn Karr, Leslie Devine, Diane Layton, Kathryn
Arnold, Mary Grant, Dianne Johnston, Susan Cleaver, Megan Hennings, Anita Rose, Krista Seely, Meta Newlin,
Julie Mandery, Sally Camp, Cathy Gabbey, Melanie Stroud, and Melanie Kurtzbein.  Special thanks also to former
KMTA student teacher, and future KMTA member Rachel Doornink, fresh from her own final exams at Trinity Western, who
graciously stepped in to help facilitate exams as well.  
            Our wonderful parent/adult volunteers ran registration and assisted checking students in for exams and writing the
ribbons.  Tremendous gratitude to Leigh Lewis, Mary McAvoy, Asia Wolfe, Bruce Grant, Kristin Gumpert, Ingrid
Marlow, Penny Koons, Lea Bessler, Jason Bessler, Nora Davis, Jenn Hoyle, Eva Knight, Julia Reydell and
Bethany Jorgenson.  Also special thanks to Madison Hennings, our official photographer; Kris Rodriguez, official face-
painting artist; Mike Florian, Jim Johnston, and Glen Melin for help with setup, cleanup and keyboard transportation
(and Mike for pizza delivery).  
              Kudos and thanks to our many student volunteers who ran the Carnival games, Theory games, assisted with the lunch
line and ribbon writing:  Greta Reydell, Blake Ross, Camilla Rumsey, Claire Ross, Olivia Lewis, Jacqueline
Marlow, Matthew Doornink, Meghan Schmidt, Kate Bogner, Sydney Erickson, Charlie Reydell, Jessica Goers,
Megan McClung, Alyson McClung, Nicole Forsythe, Thomas Brown, Dorothy Davidson, Jessica Pecunies and
Andrew Utter. 
            In an encore performance, live music on the stage:  special thanks to Cyndi Gilman and her Marimba Ensemble
from Poulsbo Elementary!  The music provided a festive addition to the atmosphere of the Carnival!  Bravo!  
            There was a lot of setup and decorating to do on Friday—special thanks to those who came out and made quick work of
transforming the Gateway School Gym for our Carnival.  We also appreciated everyone who pitched in to take down decorations
and put everything back to order.  So many hands, so many smiling, cheerful faces—it was great to have so many actively
involved, and definitely lightened the load for all of us.  I apologize if I have overlooked anyone who helped out! 
            We are most sincerely and deeply grateful to Gateway Fellowship for opening their facility for our use for this event. 
The staff were so gracious and helpful, and generously willing to accommodate our needs. 
 
            Tests will be available at the May 11 KMTA meeting.  Teachers will be able to take them home and go over them with their
students.  All tests will need to be returned to Dianne Johnston by May 30 to be shredded, but that will hopefully provide ample
time.  The WSMTA Music Literacy Program certificates and honors seals will hopefully also be available at that meeting so
teachers will have them in time for recitals.  We plan to have a debrief session with opportunity for suggesting further changes or
additions for next year’s Carnival, so please jot down your thoughts in preparation for that meeting. 
 
            To sum up, Dianne, Diane, Melanie and I are so thankful for our KMTA colleagues, for your willing, helpful attitudes and
professionalism.  We are blessed to have each other!  We hope you all had as much fun as we did!  If you weren’t involved this
year, we encourage you to check out the handbook on the WSMTA website and consider participating next year.  The more the
merrier!! 
 
Debra Florian, KMTA Music Carnival Chair  
Melanie Stroud, KMTA Carnival Co-Chair 
Dianne Johnston, KMTA MLP Chair                         
Diane Layton, KMTA MLP Co-Chair 
                                                                              

Thank YOU, Debbie!!!!
 
All of us are so grateful to you for your countless hours of work in bringing the Carnival to life!  And also to Dianne, Diane, and
Melanie for your huge contributions!  You guys ROCK!

State Conference is coming up!
Don't forget, WSMTA conference (combined with Oregon) is June 20 - 23.  KMTA is offering $100 gift certificates to KMTA
members when they register for the conference-- that makes conference only $40 if you register by May 15!!

When registering on wsmta.org, under the heading, “Do you have a coupon or conference waiver?” choose “Yes, I have a coupon
or gift certificate for $50 or $100…” and it will automatically come off!  
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We're creating a monster....
A monster concert, that is!  Our tentative theme is "Traveling through time" (like a journey through history via music).  We're
trying to assemble our list of repertoire right now, and have begun a discussion on our facebook page about it.  If you know some
great 4- (or 6- or 8-)hand piano pieces, string ensemble numbers, or anything else that our students could participate in, join the
conversation!

Meet our new board member nominees !
 
As presented at our April meeting, the current nominations for board members are as follows: 
President - Jane Melin 
President Elect - Chris Kastanopolous 
Treasurer - Sally Camp 
Secretary - Megan Hennings 
Chapter Representatives: Sun Gamble for keyboard teachers and Melanie Kurtzbein for non-keyboard teachers.  
 
Most of these wonderful ladies have been on the board for some time, but Chris Kastanopolous and Sally Camp will be new
members of the board.  We want to help you to get to know them better!

Chris
Kastanopolous

   
Chris earned a Degree in Music
Education (Piano and French Horn)
from Boston Conservatory, and
received further training at
University of Alaska, Anchorage and
University of Oregon, Eugene.  Chris
has also earned a Teaching
Certificate in Music Education. 
 
In the Anchorage Keyboard Music
Teachers Association Chris held the
positions of Newsletter Editor,
Secretary, Vice President, and
President.  In the Alaska Music
Teachers Association she held the
positions of Secretary, Vice
President, and President.  Chris is
also MTNA certified.  She received
the Anchorage Concert Association
Outstanding Arts Education Award. 
 
After spending 46 years teaching in
Anchorage, Alaska, in April 2016

Sally Camp. 

. 

 
Sally Ann Camp was born into a
musical family, and studied
harmonica, singing, piano, violin,
and dance from an early age. She
served as rotating pianist, singer,
and violinist at Crosby Chapel in
Seabeck for 25 years.  She also led
worship for “A Woman’s Touch
Ministry”, and local Navy Chapels.
She played in orchestras and
chamber groups as well as jazz,
celtic, and folk ensembles. 
 
In 1994 Sally began teaching private
music lessons and loved it. In 1999-
2010 she founded and directed “The
Minstrels’ Studios Inc.”, a music
school on wheels. She has also
taught at Ted Brown Music,
Homeschool Strings, and is
currently teaching private lessons in
her Bremerton studio. She focuses
on universal musicianship skills and
a wide variety of repertoire to help

https://www.facebook.com/KitsapMTA/
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Chris drove the Alcan Highway to
WA, towing an 18 foot travel trailer,
and moved to Silverdale.  She has
been teaching music classes at
WWU and OC Poulsbo.  Her
teaching studio will be ready to
open in June 2018.  
 
Chris is now happily accepting the
position of Vice President of KMTA. 
She is looking forward to meeting
the members of KMTA while
learning how our organization
works and participating in events.
And she'd love to meet with anyone
for coffee and get better acquainted!

her students succeed. 
 
Sally believes that her active
involvement in KMTA since 1998
has been a big part of her success as
a teacher. She served as Mall Recital
Chair, Adjudications Chair, and one
year as Vice President which was
interrupted by a family illness in
2010. After widowhood, a two year
stint as owner of an Irish Pub,
remarriage, and a move to West
Bremerton she is now prepared to
serve as Treasurer for KMTA
beginning this year.

Free pianos!
Owner Carolyn Slade needs to move in a few months’ time, and is willing to give her pianos away free to a good home.  One is a
baby grand, and the other is an upright piano.  She says neither are spectacular but both are in good condition.  Her number is
360-621-2553.

 

 

Do you have info to distribute to KMTA?

Please send all communication items (website updates/documents, email blasts, Quavers articles, etc.) to Laura
Meredith: lameredith@gmail.com .   
Quavers articles should be submitted at least 3 days before the end of the month.  
(Please note that the inbox for email@kitsapmusicteachers.org is not regularly monitored.)

mailto:lameredith@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Check for registration deadlines, instructions,
documents, contacts and more at the linked pages.

Membership meeting-  Friday, May 11. 10 a.m. at
Studio of Dr. Irene Bowling, 7217 Chico Way
NW, Bremerton 
 
Senior Celebration - Saturday, May 19 6:30 pm at 370
Brien Dr. SW, Bainbridge.   
 
WSMTA conference- June 20 - 23 (earlybird
registration ends May 15!)

 
MORE FROM KMTA
For the latest
information on
upcoming events,
watch for email alerts
to items posted on our
News page.
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