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President's Message 
Do What You Love! Love What You
Do!
Or, Would you still teach music if no one paid you for it? :) 

 
Have you ever seen this graphic? It showed up in a talk by Jody Graves at the
WSMTA Leadership Seminar this fall. I don't know who invented it or what it's
called, but it's genius.  
 

The four quadrants describe possible
aspects of a job or favorite pastime: 
1) You are great at it; 
2) You love it; 
3) The world needs it; and 
4) You get paid for it. 
The intersection of 1+2=Passion;
2+3=Mission; 3+4=Vocation;
4+1=Profession. At the very center
where all the quadrants overlap is
PURPOSE. 

 
Here’s how it’s playing out in my own family. My oldest son, mid-20s, is a Tall
Ship (traditional) Sailor. While he definitely fits in quadrants #1 and #2, some
may argue that #3 does not apply, and #4 is minimal. But for a guy who values
life experiences over possessions, and saves expenses by sleeping and eating
where he works, he has found his Purpose. (Regarding quadrant #3: in the
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event of a worldwide energy crisis, traditional sailing vessels and skills would be
in high demand!) 
 
My younger son, early 20s, is a bookkeeper and an actor. While all 4 quadrants
apply to his “day job”, he has #1 and #2 in spades for his passion of stage acting.
He has found a way to fit his passion into his life while still being able to pay the
bills. 
 
My daughter, a high school senior, hopes for a career as a Production
Designer/Set Dresser for film and theater. She is a visual artist, actor and
musician with administrative skills. Like my oldest son, she thinks she has
found the intersections of her interests and skills in a profession that maybe the
world doesn’t need a lot of. But someone is getting paid to create the visual
settings for magical, memorable movies and stage productions. If she meets
criteria #1 and #2, who’s to say that she can’t have #4? 
 
I’ve been fortunate enough to find the intersection of my four main Passions
(Music, Teaching, Creativity, Administration) as an independent music teacher.
Does the world need us? Heck yeah! And can you believe that we can get paid to
do what we love? [Maybe you don't feel that way every day, but it's Valentine's
Month, so take some time to reflect on where you are on the diagram. I hope,
in the very center!] 
 
POSTSCRIPT: This spring, KMTA needs you! Check out the articles below to
find out where you can plug in to our upcoming Monster Concert,
Competitions, and Music Carnival even if you don't have students participating.
Many hands are needed to share the load of producing these major events. It's a
fun way to get to know other local teachers and contribute to a great cause:
Providing accessible, educational and community-building events for music
students. 

Jane Melin 
President, Kitsap Music Teachers Association

Meeting News
February's chapter meeting will not be on the second Friday of
the month. Instead, please plan to come to composer Kevin
Olson's teacher showcase on the morning of the Monster
Concert -- Saturday, February 16 -- from 9:00-10:00 am at the
North Kitsap Auditorium. Stick around for Kevin's
composing workshop for students for all ages, from 10-12



(please pass along this flyer to your students). Stick around even
longer to turn pages for the Dress Rehearsal (2-5) and the Monster Concert

itself! 

Monster Concert reminders
Reminder that STRINGS have a rehearsal Feb 2 at 1 pm, at North Kitsap
Baptist. 
We will see EVERYONE Feb 8-9 at North Kitsap Baptist, regular rehearsal
times (see Webpage). We could really use your help with turning pages and
such, both at these final rehearsals, and on the Big Day (February 16th). 
We are in need of 1 or 2 keyboards for the February 8-9 rehearsals.  Please
let Melanie or Laura know if you have one you can bring.
Please check Monster Concert Webpage for costume ideas; if you have any to
contribute please bring to the next rehearsal and/or pass off to Melanie or
Laura. 
Let's fill that auditorium!  Pass along posters and invite everyone you know
via Facebook!

KMTA COMPETITIONS March 23, 2019
 
Registration for the 2019 KMTA Performance Competition and the WSMTA State
Recitalist Competition is just around the corner. Please go to the KMTA website and
take a moment to read through all the information, rules and guidelines to be sure
you and your students are properly prepared. The Registration Worksheet and
Parent Letters are ready to download now, and the link to the Registration Form
(online only this year) will be available starting February 15th. 
 
NEW THIS YEAR: We are pleased to announce the addition of an Elementary
Division (3rd - 5th grade). Please note that there is a 5 student per teacher limit in
this Division.

Oksana Ezhokina Masterclass and in
Concert with Saeunn Thorsteindottir
 
There will be a free community concert on Saturday, April 13 at 7:00 PM at Port
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Madison Lutheran Church on Bainbridge Island, featuring pianist
Oksana Ezhokina and cellist  Saeunn Thorsteindottir.  
 
There will also be a student masterclass 10 AM-12 at Irene Bowling

studio.  Please contact Irene if you have an advanced
student interested in participating (due to the small
number of spots available, teachers are limited to one
student per studio). 
      
Mark your calendar now!  Posters will be available soon. 

        
Questions, or if you would like to help, please contact Irene Bowling or Georgene
Corey

The CARNIVAL Is Coming!!!
 

On Saturday, April 27, KMTA will hold our eighth annual
KMTA Music Carnival!  The Carnival incorporates our long-
running, very successful Ribbon Festival (sponsored by the
Dorothy Woodcock Endowment), and WSMTA Music
Literacy Program (formerly Musicianship Examinations),
along with carnival games, music games, face-painting and
food to create a quality educational activity in a FUN
carnival atmosphere.  With the help of DWE funding, we
want this to be a truly festive event that our students and

teachers will look forward to each year. 
  
The Carnival Day will run from 11:00 a.m. to approximately 4:00 p.m.  Lunch will be
available in the gym beginning at 12. Students, teachers and parents may bring a
lunch, or may purchase lunch items at the Carnival.  All volunteers, including
teachers, parents and students, will receive a voucher for a free lunch entree as a
small token of thanks. From 12:30-1:30, we will again have a lunchtime
improvisation activity with student participation.  Exams will continue through the
lunchtime hours, with teachers taking turns for breaks. Games and snacks, as well as
fun live music on the stage, will be available in the gym throughout the hours of the
Carnival. 
  
We need help from all of you to make this Carnival a success!  Many have already
volunteered to help—thank you!  More are still needed. This is a big endeavor, but it
will be a fun and exciting day, and we hope you will choose to be a part.  If you are
new to KMTA, or haven’t participated in the past, we encourage you to volunteer to
help and come check it out! All teachers helping at the Carnival will be “costumed” in
colorful satin top hats and sequined bow ties.  Parent and student helpers will also be
sporting black and white fedoras, helping to readily identify them, and adding to the



festivities. 
  
We will have a planning/training meeting at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday, April 13 at Irene
Bowling's studio, before the masterclasses.  We will go over scoring procedures, and
also procedures for the adult helpers working with you.  It’s important that everyone
knows what they are doing prior to Carnival Day.  ☺ 
  
Please mark your calendars today: 
  
Saturday, April 27, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Gateway Fellowship in Poulsbo 
Setup:  Saturday, April 27, 8:00 a.m. 
Clean up immediately following the event 
  
How to prepare: 
  
1.  Go to the Music Literacy Program page of the the WSMTA website. On this page
are listed the forms to download, including an updated MLP Handbook.  There is
also information to access additional resources to help you and your students
prepare for exams.   
  
2.  If you haven’t already done so, send each student home with a parent information
letter and parent permission slip found on the KMTA website.   
  
3.  Contact Melanie Stroud or Debra Florian to discuss how you would like to be
involved (see contact info below).  There are many jobs open, large and small.  We
are also looking for parent and student helpers.  (Students will work in shifts, so they
will also have time for exams.  This qualifies as community service, too!) We also are
in need of several digital keyboards for the exam rooms and gym.  If you have a full-
size keyboard that you can bring for the day, please contact us. 
  
4.  Talk up the Carnival in your Studio!  Also on the KMTA website is a colorful
poster (Thanks to Jane Melin!) that you can print off and post in your studio and
other strategic locations in the community to help us publicize our event to the
public.  Create a buzz about this fun event, and let your enthusiasm be contagious!  If
you haven’t participated in the Carnival and Exams before, consider entering
students in even a few of the events to get a sampling of all that’s available. 
  
5.  Use the registration worksheet provided on the website, in preparation for filling
out the online registration form.  This will help eliminate problems when you get to
the online process. Use the handbook to help you determine the appropriate exam
levels for each student.  Err on the side of success. Strings students will be able to
take all exams specially developed by Jane Melin for string instruments.  Exams have
also been developed for treble wind instruments by Diane Layton and Shelly Devlin. 
  
6.  Registration is all online this year!!!  It will be open from Feb. 8 - March 8. Check
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out Mary Grant's amazing work found on our website! 
  
7.  Prepare your students to be successful.  The Handbook is a great resource. 
  
8.  Please continue to check your email for regular updates in the weeks preceding
the Carnival. 
  
Debra Florian, NCTM                        Dianne Johnston, WSCTM 
KMTA Music Carnival Chair            KMTA Music Literacy Program Chair 
360-434-8684                                    360-930-0168 
flostudio@comcast.net                     diannej23@comcast.net  
  
Melanie Stroud, NCTM                    Diane Layton, NCTM 
KMTA Carnival Co-Chair                Music Literacy Program Co-Chair 
melaniejoymusic96@gmail.com   mrsboxL1@yahoo.com 
360-434-2117                                     360-633-5082 
 

Senior Celebration
 

This year’s Senior Celebration will take place on Saturday,
May 18 at 6:00 at Waterfront Park Community Center on
Bainbridge Island. 
 

All graduating high school seniors and their families and KMTA members are invited
to attend. Students can perform two pieces or choose not to perform. Following the
music program the Outstanding Scholars Awards will  be presented. The awards are
given based on students’ involvement in music during their school career with points
tallied for various activities. The Outstanding Scholar award application is on the
KMTA website under “Competition and Awards”.  The program will conclude with a
reception with refreshments including some hearty dishes since this will occur at
dinner time and beverages.  
 
Please submit information on participating students to Darden Burns no later than
April 18. The information should include name, pieces to perform, school, number of
years of study and teacher's name(s), and future plans. Please let Darden know if you
can help with setup (5:00), breakdown, and refreshments.
 dardenburns@comcast.net. 

How Preparing Your Taxes Can Help You
Get Certified
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Yay!  It’s tax preparation time.  Why is this happy?  It is because while you are
preparing your taxes you can be working on certification project #5, Part 2, which
asks you to document your studio and business policies.  Tax time is the perfect time
to have information about your annual studio budget readily at hand.  Here’s what
you’ll need to provide for this part of project #5: 
  
   A.  A statement of studio/classroom policies, including information on fee
structures and payment plans (actual fees do not need to be included). 
   B.  A list of questions and activities for an interview/audition with a beginning
student and family members, and a transfer student and family members. 
   C.  A typed hypothetical annual budget for an average studio/classroom indicating
anticipated income and expenses. If the candidate is a salaried music teacher or
college/university pedagogy student teacher (rather than an independent studio
teacher), prepare a prototype budget for the studio/classroom. 
  
Questions?  Need help staying motivated?  I’m happy to help you on your
certification journey. 
 

Joann Richardson, NCTM 
KMTA Certification Chair 
organistjoann@gmail.com

Accompanist position
Olympic College is recruiting part-time Accompanists for an ongoing pool. This
position will accompany music classes in which the piano is an integral and essential
part of group work and/or individual study and eventual performances. The duties
are divided between non-student and/or professional (Level II and Level III for
Opera) and the teacher-approved student (Level I) Accompanist roles. 
  
Please visit the jobs link for more information and/or to apply: 
https://www.schooljobs.com/careers/olympic/jobs/2337455/accompanist-level-i-ii-
iii-piano?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs

Do you have info to distribute to KMTA?
Please send all communication items (website updates/documents, email
blasts, Quavers articles, etc.) to Laura Meredith: lameredith@gmail.com .   
Quavers articles should be submitted at least 3 days before the end of the month. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS
Check for registration deadlines, instructions,
documents, contacts and more at the linked pages. 
 

Workshops with Kevin Olson and Monster Concert 
Feb 16, 2019 (rehearsals Feb 2, 8, 9) 
 
Piano, String and Vocal Music Artistry Programs
(MAP) 
February-March 2019 
 
Performance Competitions 
March 23, 2019 (Registration Feb 15-March 15) 
 
KMTA Music Carnival and WSMTA Music Literacy
Program 
April 27, 2019 (Registration Feb 8-March 8) 
 
Senior Celebration and Awards 
May 18, 2019 

 
MORE FROM KMTA
For the latest
information on
upcoming events,
watch for email alerts
to items posted on our
News page.
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